99 FAQ’s
About
CAODAISM

This book is dedicated
to
the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council

AUTHOR
TUNG THIEN TU BACH HAC
2010

TRANSLATOR
TU CHON



Those who are spreading the messages of Caodaism are allowed to use
the material in this book providing that they tell where it is quoted from.



PREFACE

Having talked with the tourists visiting the Caodaist Temple in Tay
Ninh and other believers, | realize that they have a lot of questions.
They are presently interested in Caodaism, whose philosophy is based
on religious tolerance, though it was founded in Vietnam, a developing
country.

Hence, in spite of my little competence, | have tried to write this book.
To do so, | have carefully studied the scriptures published by renowned
authors or the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council. The material is basically
informative enough for everyone. There will be another book on
Caodaist philosophy for those who need further studies.

I really appreciate the work of Caodaist seniors and trailblazers and
dedicate my work to the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council for religious
purposes.

Tung Thién Tar Bach Hac

2010



QUESTION 1: Is it true that you’ve practiced the one-eyed religion?

Answer: The one-eyed symbol on the altar may be a bit confusing, isn’t
it? In fact, it is a new religion founded by God in Vietnam. Its full name
is The Great Religion for the Third Salvation, or Cao Dai for short.

QUESTION 2: Why is it called Cao bai?

Answer: Cao (high) refers to God, the Highest Divine Being in the
universe. Pai is a tower, which Asians usually built to pray to Gods for
something.

“Now | have come, building a High Tower, which is the Sacred Temple
for Great Faith in the world. | had a humble people (the Vietnamese) in
Southeast Asia to build it to fulfill my prophecy that religion comes from
the East ”(Caodaist Constitution).

God has descended to grant mankind the medication for resurrection,
which is morality. Caodaism is where divine beings coming to unite
mankind.

QUESTION 3: Where and when was Cao Dai inaugurated?

Answer: On November 11th 1926 (10 15th Year of the Tiger) the
Inauguration was celebrated in Go Kén Temple (Tur Lam Pagoda, Tay
Ninh, Viét Nam). The three-day ceremony officially marked the
beginning of Cao Dai. On the guest list were the Governor General of
French Indochina, the Governor of Cochinchina as well as many
Vietnamese and French government officials. They all were solemnly
received by Mr L& van Trung, on behalf of the Caodaist community. All
offerings, which were presented by believers, were accepted except
cash. During the ceremony over 20,000 people requested permission to
become Caodaists.

QUESTION 4: Who is the Jade Emperor?
Answer: According to Caodaism, God, the creator and ruler of the
universe, presently preaches through spiritual seances, naming Himself
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The Jade Emperor, currently named The Highest, Great Immortal and
Great Boddhisattva, who preaches in Vietnam.

Lots of people worship God without knowing who He is. Now thanks to
Caodaist spiritual seances, more information is revealed to mankind.
The daily prayer Jade Emperor for Caodaist believers gives more details
as follows:

« God is named Pai La Thién B¢, Bic Thai Cuc Thanh Hoang, biuc
Huyén Khung Cao Thuong Bé Ngoc Hoang in Vietnamese. In other
cultures, different names (Yuhuang Shangdi, Jehovah, Allah, etc) are
also used.

* God creates and nurtures everything in the universe.

» God separated The Absolute into The Two Forms, which divided into
the Four Phenomena. The Four Phenomena, in turn, changed into the
Eight Trigrams. Finally, the Eight Trigrams changed countless times
to create the universe.

 God reigns 36 planes of Heaven, 3000 worlds, 72 planets and 4 Great
Continents.

* God controls the Sun, the Moon, the stars and time.
» God is the King of Deities, Saints, Immortals and Buddhas.

QUESTION 5: What does the name CAO DAl TIEN ONG PAI BO
TAT MA HA TAT GIAO PAO NAM PHUONG mean?
Answer:

+ Cao Dai - the High Tower, symbolizing Confucianism.
« Tién Ong - an Immortal, symbolizing Taoism.
« Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat - a Boddhisattva, symbolizing Buddhism.

* Gido dao Nam phuong - founding a new religion in Vietnam.

God explained, “Disciples, |1 had to demean myself by proclaiming

myself an Immortal and Boddhisattva, the lowest divine ranks in order

to save humankind. | should have proclaimed myself the highest rank

just as people always do. That is why some adherents think I am only a

junior deity. You have to be as modest as | am so that you can preach
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my words. Again, | tell you that I come to help sinners. If there were no
sinners, | would not attempt to descend to the world. So try to save the
sinners. That will satisfy me most.”

QUESTION 6: Who is God?

Answer: God is the source of life, which is the impetus for the
evolution of living beings. God creates and nurtures everything. God
both exists in an atom and covers the whole universe. Invisible as God
is, He exists in everyone’s mind and is addressed as several names.

The fact that innumerable heavenly bodies travel in the universe without
crashing into each other cannot be random. There must be a power to
control it. That power hides in each individual who is evolving
according to natural law. This proves that God exists.

According to Caodaism, God is the huge source of light, provisionally
called the Great Spiritual Light. This is divided into countless Tiny
Spiritual Lights. The tiny lights descend to this contaminated world
together with several bodies, including the physical bodies and are
called humans. God has assigned lots of divine beings to the world to
instruct mankind, so people become more and more intelligent, discover
new things and establish many civilizations. Born in different cultures,
those divine beings also deliver religious speeches and write scriptures
to wake people up so that they realize that the world is only a temporary
realm and there surely is an afterlife.

QUESTION 7: How does God exist?
Answer: God is the source of life, but no one can see Him.

* Human naked eyes can only see things in the material world.
Consequently, they can neither see their peri-spirits, their souls,
Divine Beings nor God. Only those who attain their spiritual eyes can
do so.



* Lots of people hear of God without knowing who God is. That is
because they neither have a close relationship with nor truly believe
Him. You cannot help the blind realize or value beautiful colors
because they only hear their names. The believers who realize God
exists inside can keep their minds peaceful.

In short, we humans cannot determine what God is like. God is a mass

of unlimited spiritual light, thanks to which living things in the universe

remain alive and evolve.

QUESTION 8: Why do humans have to worship God?

Answer: As a human, you should be grateful to your parents for their
nurture by looking after them when they are old and worship them after
they have passed away. Additionally, gods, patron saints, patriots, and
religious founders should also be worshipped. God reigns the universe
and gives life to all living beings. God grants humans souls, which are
commonly called conscience so that they can differentiate between right
and wrong. Without their souls humans would only be a motionless
mass of bone and flesh. Consequently, humans should worship the
source of life or God.

QUESTION 9: What benefit do humans gain from worshipping God?
Answer: Due to endless love, God blesses humans so much. However
serious our worship is in return is not enough. In fact, that is how we try
to get close to Him to be instructed how to escape the evil world. It is so
fortunate for those who are present when God establishes Caodaism
because they can read His precious messages and be saved.

QUESTION 10: Why does God, who is omnipotent, create an imperfect

world?

Answer: This is the common complaint people often make in a

devastating disaster like war, storm, earthquake, or tsunami. The

complaint resembles that of an uneducated person who criticizes an

unfinished construction or painting. How much humans understand
7



God’s great plan for creation, preservation and destruction? Human
mind is the same as a chicken in an egg. The chicken never knows,
much less believes that there is a beautiful world outside as soon as it
gets out. It never believes that it can see with eyes and fly with wings
some day. There is no way to help such a chicken.

Similarly, many people do not believe in souls, eternal afterlife, karma,
or the law of evolution because they cannot see beyond their physical
world. Their thought is like the fragile wings, which are unable to take
them out of the border of their brain. Their naked eyes cannot discover
the extreme precious treasures God grants His adherents. Unable to see
the invisible world, humans can feel the existence of God and the law of
the universe. We humans need a strong belief to receive God’s blessing
as a chicken receives the heat from its mother, or we will not be able to
return to the eternal world after death.

QUESTION 11: Is the Buddha superior to God?

Answer: No, it is not true that the Buddha is superior to God.
According to the Caodaist prayer “The Jade Emperor”, God controls
the sun, the moon, the stars and is the Lord of all gods, Saints,
Immortals and Buddhas. God creates humans, who morally perfect
themselves to become gods, goddesses, Saints, Immortals and Buddhas.
All religions are established by God or the Creator.

QUESTION 12: What is practicing a religion?
Answer: That is to purify your selves both physically and mentally and
to make atonement for sin so that your soul can return to the previous
status in heaven after death. Caodaists call it “to unite with God” or “to
attain enlightenment”. You do not need to save you head, wear a
religious uniform, enter a priesthood or say prayers all the time. You
can both earn a living and practice a religion. Unlike an irreligious
person, however, instead of enjoying secular pleasures like gambling or
drinking, you spend your free time thinking about your past activities
8



and morally perfect yourselves. If honestly praying to God, you will be
blessed because God is inside your mind, not somewhere else. Do not
think you will practice a religion when you retire. That may be too late.

QUESTION 13: Why is Vietnam chosen to be where Cao bai is
founded?

Answer: Vietnam is predetermined for the Third Salvation. It has the
shape of the letter S, which looks like the symbol of Yin Yang. While
the Hainan Island plays the role of Yang within Yin (Pacific Ocean), the
Tonle Sap Lake is Yin within Yang (Cambodia). Vietnam,
consequently, is a complete Ba gua, which makes Vietham more
spiritual. This is the best symbol which is the foundation for others
during the period of transition God says, “Only in Viethnam are
ancestors still traditionally worshipped though the country has been
ruled by foreign conquerors since its birth. The people here are so kind
and mild. Like Jesus Christ, | came to eradicate the false doctrines and
spread the true ones in the world.”

“ Despite a small country in the world,
It’s strange that Vietnam will govern other countries some day”

QUESTION 14: What is Caodaism based on?

Answer: The Caodaist doctrine is based on ancient religions like
Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism, etc. Caodaists keep the moral
principles widely accepted with some necessary changes.

» Morally, Caodaism reminds people of their own responsibilities and
teach them how to behave towards their families, society and
mankind.

* Philosophically, Caodaism tells people to ignore fame and fortune, to
free themselves from the dominance of materialism and attain
quietness for their mind.



* Religiously, Caodaism advices people to worship God and other
divine beings. Caodaism accepts the Buddhist way of ancestor
worship, but opposes offerings of meat, fish and hell money.

« Spiritually, Caodaism agree with other religions that human souls
exist after death and constantly evolve through lots of incarnations.

« Selected Caodaists can practice esotericism.
 Caodaism emphasizes humanity, love and justice.

QUESTION 15: Why is the Divine Eye worshipped in Caodaism?
Answer: God said, “The reason why | tell you disciples to worship the
symbol of Divine Eye, not a statue of some being like other religions is |
am nothingness, so I am not like anyone or anything else. Do not make
my statue to worship. God is logic that covers everything in the
universe. Unlike you disciplines, |1 have no physical body, so do not
make a human shape to represent me. Worshipping the Divine Eye is
worshipping me.

It is untimely to explain to you why, but I can tell you a little about it. Listen,
The eyes control your mind,

The two lights are the Lord,

Light is Mind,

Mind is God,

God is Self.”

His Holiness H6 Phap said, “Everyone worships the Divine Eye and
judges themselves daily. Since they are afraid of the punishment from
God, they dare not do anything wrong. Worshipping the Divine Eye is
the best way to help observe the Divine Law.”

“In the Third Salvation, God preaches His words via seances, not by
incarnation like other religious founders. A religious leader alone is
unable to unite all races in the world. The Divine Eye is the means to
unite all living beings and to combine the human body, mind and soul.
That is the method for a worldly person to become a Saint. Since all
religions were closed and Yin surpassed Yang, the soul has not able to
combine with the mind and body, so no priests have attained the
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religious goal. From now on, God establishes Cao Pai and returns the
soul so that it can combine with the mind and body. Those who follow
Caodaist Law and have vegetarian meals 10 days a month and above
are permitted to practice esotericism to achieve enlightenment. God
told us to worship the Divine Eye or His Soul, who can combine with all
living beings’ souls, that is the Absolute or God.”

QUESTION 16: What divine beings are worshipped under the Divine
Eye?

Answer: Under the Divine Eye is the North Star, the center of the
universe. This is where God reigns the universe. On both sides of the
North Star are the sun and the moon, which are God’s three treasures.
The divine beings below are:

In the first row

* In the middle is the Buddha in yellow, sitting on a lotus throne. He is
the founder of Buddhism.

* On the right is Laozi in azure, holding a fly-whisk. He is the founder
of Taoism.

* On the left is Confucius in red. He is the founder of Confucianism.

In the second row

» Under the Buddha is Ly Bai, the Immortal Chief. He is the First
Heavenly Governor, who controls Taoism on behalf of Laozi in the
Third Salvation. He is also the Supreme Leader of Caodaism.

» On the right is Guan Yin in yellow, sitting on a lotus throne and
holding a vase and a branch of willow. She is the Second Heavenly
Governor, who controls Buddhism on behalf of the Buddha.

* On the left is Guan Yu in green, holding The Spring and Autumn
Annals. He is the Third Heavenly Governor, who controls
Confucianism on behalf of Confucius.

 Under Li Bai is Jesus Christ, whose right hand points at the Heart. He
is the founder of Christian.
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 Under Jesus Christ is Jiang Shang in yellow, holding the Divine Stick
and a Yellow Flag. He is the God Chief.

* The seven thrones for the top Caodaist Dignitaries.

The Divine Beings in the first and second rows were the religious
leaders in the Second and Third Salvation. The ones in the mid column
represent the ways of religious practice.

 The Buddha represents Buddhism.

« Li Bai represents Taoism.

« Jesus Christ represents Christian.

» Jiang Shang represents Shintoism.

* The seven thrones for Caodaist represent Confucianism.

QUESTION 17: Why do Caodaists worship God the Mother? Who is
God the Mother.

Answer: All religions on earth have only worshipped Yang (male
leaders) such as The Buddha, Laozi, Confucius and Jesus Christ.
Christians worship Mary the Mother of Jesus, but not as Yin (female
leader). According to Caodaism, there are both Yin and Yang in the
universe for the reproduction of living beings. Only Yin or Yang will
not work.

According to God’s messages, the universe originates in nothingness or
bao. Nothingness creates the only Being or the Jade Emperor and His
throne called the Absolute. The Emperor divides it into the Two Forms
or Yin and Yang. The Divine Being, who controls Yin, is called God
the Mother. The first two Divine Being regulating the universe are
called God and God the Mother.

Yin, controlled by God the Mother, combines with Yang to produce
heavens, stars, earths. Then God the Mother creates all living beings
and things.

God is the Buddha, the Creator of souls.

God the Mother is the Dharma, the Creator of all peri-spirits.

Everything else is the Sangha.
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QUESTION 18: It is expensive to present offerings. How can the poor
practice Caodaism?

Answer: It is sincerity that counts. If you are sincere, what you pray for
will be granted despite your little offering. Offerings are only symbolic.
A message from God says:

“I have already reigned the universe,

So a secular status is unnecessary.

It’s your heart that matters, not wealth.

It’s the lotus throne for me to sit on”

QUESTION 19: Why are Caodaist scriptures not very polished or
sophisticated?

Answer: If they are too sophisticated, it is hard for the masses to
understand. God wants to save as many people as possible, so scriptures
are composed with simple words. His Holiness Ho Phap said, “ | think
most Caodaist authors used highly educated prose and poetry. They are
useless because few believers can understand it. God even preaches
with simple words. Consequently, everyone can understand it. Read His
poems again and you will see their profound meanings despite simple
words. | remember some anti-Caodaist persons criticized God'’s
messages, saying they are uneducated. When asked, God answered -
Disciple, most of your friends are uneducated and stupid. I come to the
earth to teach the idiots, not the intelligent ones. I am not afraid the
smart critics, but 1 am worried that the stupid cannot understand my
sermons. (Laughingly) I want my sermons are easy to understand even
to a three-year old child. What do you say?”

QUESTION 20: Why do Caodaist dignitaries wear colorful vestments?
Answer: Three colors are used to refer to the three religions in
Caodaism.

* Red refers to the section of Ngoc or Confucianism.
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* Yellow refers to the section of Thai or Buddhism.

* Azure refers to the section of Thugng or Taoism.
Those are for dignitaries only. The other believers dress in white.

QUESTION 21: There have been lots of religions in the last 3,000
years. Why does God establish Cao Pai, a new religion?

Answer: The doctrines of current religions have been distorted by
worldly thoughts. Gradually, true religions become less spiritual. God
has been so disappointed to see innumerable sinners punished in Hell,
so He chose to revive and unite all earthly religions for the Third
General Salvation.

QUESTION 22: 1t’s so confusing to decide to worship the Buddha,
Jesus Christ or the Jade Emperor. Who should | choose?

Answer: According to Caodaism, all religions in the world come from
one root, that is God. The reason why there are various religions is
because there are different races in different cultures, who have
different levels of education. Most Europeans are Christians and most
Asians are Buddhists, etc. Caodaists are taught that all religious
founders take orders from God and become incarnate as humans to
preach to mankind. Jesus preached in Israel, so most Europeans follow
him. The Buddha, an Indian prince, preached in India, so most Asians
become Buddhists.

Despite the differences in traditions, languages, and cultures, most
faiths on earth believe in a Supreme Being, beyond human knowledge.
The universe is ruled by that Supreme Being or God, who is named
differently in various countries.

QUESTION 23: Why is this era called the Third Salvation?
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Answer: According to Caodaism, the earth has experienced Three Eras
of Salvation.
1. The First Salvation

Dipankara Buddha founded Buddhism in India.
Thai Thuong Pao T6 founded Taoism in China.
King Fuxi founded Confucianism in China

Moses founded Judaism in Israel.
2. The Second Salvation

Shakyamuni Buddha founded Buddhism in India.
Laozi founded Taoism in China.
Confucius improved Confucianism in China.

Jesus Christ founded Christian in Israel.
3. The Third Salvation
God founded Cao bai or the Religion for the Third Salvation in

Vietnam, which will last 700,000 years.

QUESTION 24: Why is it also called the General Amnesty?

Answer: In each era God grants amnesty for sinners, but this time God

grants a general amnesty to all living beings and things. God forgives,

picks up and allows His children to unite with Him. The privileges

granted can be listed as follows:

1.God will save both alive and dead people through the following
sacraments:

« Holy Bath for children.
* Purification for Caodaist beginners.

» The Sacrament of Purification for a Dead Person. An assigned
Caodaist dignitary perform this sacrament in a funeral, which is said
to purify the spirit before the trip to Heaven.

» The Sacrament of Cutting Earthly Ties. This sacrament is also
performed in a funeral. It is believed to cut the ties that prevent the
spirit from leaving the corpse.
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* The Sacrament of Deliverance. This funeral sacrament is believed to
help the spirit easily return to Heaven.

2. God will save all souls, including original spirits, evolving spirits and
evil spirits.

3.God has closed Hell and abandoned all conventional punishments
there.

QUESTION 25: Why should we practice Caodaism?

Answer:

1. In the Third era, God grants humans unparalleled privileges. They
can be saved while they are alive as well as after they are dead.

2. To practice Caodaism, we do not need to enter a priesthood, leaving
the secular life behind. We can both practice Caodaism and earn a
living. His Holiness H6 Phap says, “Caodaism will save humans
from suffering. Caodaists try to serve, not to control people.”

3. According to a Divine Message in 1926, God said, “All religions
have been closed for over 2,000 years. Poor you humans! Lots of you
have practice a religion without success. If not practicing Caodaism,
you will never reach the World of Bliss.”

QUESTION 26: What should I do to become a Caodaist?

Answer: You have to join a simple ceremony called the Entry
Ceremony, where you have to swear a solemn oath in front of the
Caodaist Altar. To be accepted by God and other Deities, you have to
pronounce the oath loud and clear with the help of a local Caodaist
dignitary. It is very important to do so, especially the oath was given by
God as follows:

“I am... (name)...My surname is ....I vow that from now on | will only
practice Caodaism, remain loyal to the Jade Emperor, get along with
other believers and obey Caodaist law. If | betray later, | will be killed
by God."

After the rite, the believer will be issued a provisional Caodaist ID,
which will be changed into an official one later.
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QUESTION 27: What is the meaning of the Caodaist entry oath?
Answer: An official announcement was issued by the Caodaist
Sacerdotal Council to explain it.

1. Remaining loyal to the Jade Emperor. A Caodaist is not allowed to
follow evil religions or to form a schism within the Caodaist
community.

2. Getting along with other Caodaists and obeying Caodaist Law. A
Caodaist should respect the Caodaist Constitution, the Caodaist
Canonical Codes and the instructions of the Caodaist Sacerdotal
Council.

3. If betraying, | will be killed by God. Betrayal and violation of the
Caodaist Law will lead to death.

QUESTION 28: Why do | have to take the entry oath to become a
Caodaist?
Answer:

* To follow the normal procedure for a Caodaist ID.

» To keep the promise with determination that you will not break the
Caodaist Law but try to fulfill your religious responsibilities to gain a
high divine status.

* To be protect by assigned deities. (Disciples, Satan has come to Bach
Ngoc Kinh and demanded that you be challenged by torture. | didn'’t
allow him to do so. As a result, he mobilizes his 36 Caves to harm
you. I've had Guan Yu and Guan Yin protect you all. However, most
of you haven 't taken the entry oath, so the deities are so reluctant.”
The Collection of Divine Messages.

* To be officially considered a disciple of God. The Caodaist, who
practices vegetarianism 10 days a month and above, will gain the
status equivalent to that of an Earth God and be saved with all
Caodaist sacraments.
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QUESTION 29: Can | practice Caodaism without joining the Entry
Ritual?

Answer: Choosing a system of belief, you’d better respect its
regulations. The Caodaist ritual of Entry is necessary for you to control
yourself in order to achieve the ultimate goal, which is to avoid the
cycle of reincarnation.

QUESTION 30: What will happen to the Caodaist, who fails to keep the
promise at the Entry Ritual?

Answer: The Caodaist Entry Oath shows a disciple’s determination.
This is an important occasion for life, so it must be considered
thoroughly. Failing to keep the promise, a Caodaist will surely be
punished. Talking about Hell, the Seventh Female Buddha says,
“Despite God’s grace, countless souls are punished every day for their
lack of belief. | mean they re the Caodaist disciples who have failed to
keep the promise at the Entry Ceremony.

QUESTION 31: What are the responsibilities of a Caodaist?
Answer: After the Entry Oath ceremony, a Caodaist has to follow some
regulations:

* Practicing vegetarianism at least 6 days a month (1st, 8th, 14th, 15th,
23rd, 29th or 30th days of the lunar month).

« 6 months later, adopting vegetarianism 10 days a month (1st, 8th,
14th, 15th, 18th, 23rd, 24th, 28th, 29th and 30th days of the lunar
month). (Or 27th, 28th and 29th)

 Going to Holy House on the 1st and 15th days of the lunar month.
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QUESTION 32: What are the Caodaist laws?
Answer: All Caodaists must respect the Five Precepts and the Four
Commandments.

QUESTION 33: What are the Caodaist Five Precepts?
Answer:

1. Do not Kill.

2. Do not steal.

3. Do not engage in improper sexual conduct.

4. Do not drink alcohol.

5. Do not make false statements.

QUESTION 34: What are the Caodaist Four Commandments?

Answer:

1. A Caodaist adherent must obey his seniors, be willing to take orders
from a higher-ranking dignitary, who is less knowledgeable or
experienced, be polite to others all the time and be willing to confess
his mistakes.

2. A Caodaist adherent mustn't show off , boast, care only for himself,
keep personal old hatred or hinder kind people. He must help others
get religion.

3. A Caodaist adherent must be financially honest and always behave
well towards both higher and lower ranking dignitaries.

4. A Caodaist adherent mustn't scorn anyone behind his back, look on
an argument between Caodaists without an attempt to settle it, or
consider personal interest more important than the public one. He
must also seriously observe the Caodaist Canonical Codes.

QUESTION 35: Are Caodaists allowed to eat egg, shrimp and crab for
vegetarian meals?

Answer: No, a Caodaist vegetarian diet excludes all animal products,
including eggs, shrimp and crabs. Dairy products are allowed. There are
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the Six-Day Vegetarian Diet, the Ten-Day Vegetarian Diet and the
Permanent Vegetarian Diet.

» The Six-Day Vegetarian Diet (by the Chief God of Taoism):
Practicing vegetarianism at least 6 days a month (1st, 8th, 14th, 15th,
23rd, 29th or 30th days of the lunar month).

» The Ten-Day Vegetarian Diet (by Cundi Bodhisattva): Adopting
vegetarianism 10 days a month (1st, 8th, 14th, 15th, 18th, 23rd, 24th,
28th, 29th and 30th days of the lunar month). (Or 27th, 28th and
29th).

» The Permanent Vegetarian Diet: Having vegetarian meals every day.

QUESTION 36: What should we do to create good Karma?

Answer: Creating good Karma means doing good things while you are
alive so that you can have benefits in Heaven. It is not true that you can
earn good Karma only by working in a Caodaist Temple. What you
voluntarily do to help others in general without any payment will create
good karma. In the Era of Third Salvation, you have to gain good
Karma to become a Saint or a Buddha. God says, “People in the world
have to earn money if they want to be rich. If they want to become a
Deity, a Saint, an Immortal or a Buddha, they have to accumulate good
Karma. To save you disciples, I've established an environment where
you can create good Karma. /t’s you that decide your heavenly status.
You cannot attain Buddhahood anywhere else. ”

QUESTION 37: How to arrange a Caodaist altar in my home?

Answer: As a Caodaist, you should set a Caodaist altar at home to
worship God and other deities. It should be in a clean place in the
middle of your house and covered by some curtain.

Here is the altar plan:
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10 12 11

The Divine Eye.

The Absolute light.

Fruits.

Flowers.

A cup of tea (Yin)

A cup of water (Yang)

A cup of wine.

A cup of wine.

A cup of wine.

10. A candle.

11. A candle.

12. An incense burner.

There are also a wooden fish and a bell. All of them are arranged to
form a Chinese word, meaning “the Lord”.

» At Thoi Ty (Hour of the Rat, 23 - 1) and Thoi Ngo (Hour of the
Horse, 11 - 13), the offering is wine.

* At Thoi Meo (Hour of the Cat, 5 - 7) and Thoi Dau (Hour of the
Rooster, 17 - 19), the offering is water.

 In a Cao Dai rite, five joss sticks are put into an incense burner in a
specific arrangement. The back row includes three joss sticks standing
for Heaven, Earth and Humans. The others are put in front of these
and all of them together are called The Five Elements.

God says, “Most of adherents don’t worship Me seriously, thinking I

would benefit their families. They don’t know that’s the way to purify

themselves. Some are still so confused about why Caodaism is
established. Alas! Such uninformed adherents won’t benefit the

Caodaist community at a/l!” The Collection of Divine Messages.
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QUESTION 38: What are the meanings of the symbols and offerings on

the altar?

Answer: There are twelve symbols and offerings.

1. The Divine Eye, which represents God.

2. The Absolute Light, which represents God’s Throne of Absolute. It
also represents a Human Heart, so it should be lit permanently.

3. The Flowers, which symbolize TINH (human body).

. The Fruits, which symbolize the religious success or the attainment of

enlightenment.

. The cup of tea, which symbolizes THAN (human soul).

. The cup of wine.

. The cup of wine.

. The cup of wine. All of the three cups of wine (6,7 and 8) symbolize

KHI (human mind).

. The cup of water, which represents Yang (the tea represents Yin).

10. The candle.

11. The candle. Both candles (11 and 12) symbolize the Two
Modes.

12. The incense burner, which represents Heaven, Earth and
Humans and the Five Elements.
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QUESTION 39: Why are the five incense sticks are arranged that way?
Answer: The incense sticks should be arranged according to the
following map.

In a Cao Dai rite, five joss sticks are put into an incense burner in a
specific arrangement. The back row includes three joss sticks standing
for Heaven, Earth and Humans. The others are put in front of these and
all of them together are called The Five Elements.
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His Holiness H6 Phép says, “I don’t care what the Confucians say
about those five joss sticks, but I am sure they represent the Five
Elements (Metal, Wood, Water, Fire and Earth). God uses the Five
Elements to operate the universe. Each has its own color and energy
that we humans can 't feel. Consequently, in a Caodaist ritual, it’s the
right things to burn those five incense sticks. We collect everything to
make the offerings that will satisfy God.”

QUESTION 40: What is the Caodaist mudra and how to perform it?
Answer: The Caodaist mudra, which is called the Mudra of the Rat, is a
ritual hand gesture performed by Caodaists in a rite.

First, the tip of the left thumb is stuck onto the bottom of the ring finger,
which represents the Hour of the Rat. Then, the left hand is closed into a
fist. Next, the right hand covers the fist with the tip of the thumb put
onto the bottom of the left index finger, which represents the Hour of
the Tiger. This symbolic gesture implies that Heaven begins at Hour of
the Rat, Earth at Hour of the Buffalo, and man at Hour of the Tiger.
These are the three specific time of a day, according to the ancient
Chinese way of telling time.

The left and the right hands stand for Yang and Yin respectively.
Joining, they symbolize Yang and Yin's combination to originate the
universe. They also represent a fruit, that is, the result of the First and
Second Amnesty. In the First Amnesty, The Supreme God taught
humans to join hands like a bud. In the Second Amnesty, Buddha
showed humans to join hands like a flower in full bloom. Presently, it is
the Third Amnesty, God told humans to perform the Mudra of the Rat,
which is the fruit or the effect.
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Picture: How to perform the Mudra of the Rat.

QUESTION 41: How to perform a Caodaist kowtow and standing bow?
Answer: The Caodaist kowtow and bow are the sign of reverence
always performed in front of the Caodaist altar. Before a kowtow or a
standing bow, a Caodaist has to perform the Mudra of the Rat (see
question 40).

 Performing a bow.

First, stand and perform the Mudra of the Rat. Then, put the Mudra in
front of your head. This is the sign of reverence to Heaven. Next, lower
the Mudra and slightly bow at the same time. This is the sign of
reverence to Earth. After that, put the Mudra in front of your chest to
show the sign of reverence to Man. A bow is usually performed three
times before and after a kowtow.

* Performing a kowtow in front of the altar of God.
First, stand in front of the altar, looking at the Divine Eye. Then,
perform a bow three times. Next, kneel down with the Mudra of the Rat
in front of your chest. After that, put the Mudra on your forehead,
praying “Nam mo Phat”, slide the Mudra to your left, saying “Nam mo
Phap” and slide the Mudra to your right, saying “Nam md Tang”. Then,
put the Mudra in front of your chest, saying these:
— Nam md Cao bai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat.
— Nam m6 Quan Thé Am Bb T4t Ma Ha Tét.
— Nam mo Ly bai Tién Truong kiém Giao Tong bai Bao Tam Ky
Phd Do
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— Nam md Hiép Thién Dai D& Quan Thanh Dé Quan.

— Nam mé chu Phat, chu Tién, chu Thanh, chu Than.

After that, put the Mudra in front of your forehead, praying what you
want to God. Then, kowtow three times by putting your hands like this
on the floor and let you forehead touch them four times each, praying
“Nam m6 Cao Dai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat.”

Finally, finish the ritual with three bows.
This procedure is said to replace the complete kowtow, which includes
twelve kowtows. Twelve is taught to be the number for God.

 Performing a kowtow in front of the altar of God the Mother.
The ritual is the same as above with some changes. First, while
performing the first three bows, you pray these:

- Nam m6 DIEU TRI KIM MAU VO CUC THIEN TON.

- Nam mé CUU VI TIEN NUONG.

- Nam m6 BACH VAN PONG CHU THANH.
Second, kowtow three times, but let your forehead touch your hands
three times each, praying: Nam mé DIEU TRI KIM MAU VO CUC
THIEN TON.

* Performing a kowtow to other Immortals or Buddhas.
The same performance as you do to God the Mother, but saying the
name of the Divine Being while kowtowing.
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* Performing a kowtow to other Deities, Saints or your ancestors.

The same performance as you do to other Immortals or Buddhas, but
saying the name of the Divine Being while kowtowing. Besides,
kowtow three times without letting your forehead touch your hands.

* Performing a kowtow to an irreligious dead person.

First, perform three bows. Then, kneel down and kowtow twice. This
shows the sign of reverence to Heaven and Earth. After that, stand up
and perform two more kowtows from that position. This shows the
signs of reverence to Yin and Yang. Finally, finish the ritual with one
bow.

QUESTION 42: Why are Caodaist daily rituals at the specific time?
Answer: The Caodaist daily rituals are performed four times:

At Thoi Ty (Hour of the Rat, 23 - 1), Yin is the most powerful then
decreases. Yang begins to increase.

» Thoi Ngo (Hour of the Horse, 11 - 13), Yang is the most powerful
then decreases. Yin begins to increase.

* Thoi Meo (Hour of the Cat, 5 - 7) Yin and Yang are equally powerful.
Then Yang increases and Yin decreases.

* Thoi Dau (Hour of the Rooster, 17 - 19). Yin and Yang are equally
powerful.
Caodaist rituals are said to be the most beneficial at those hours.

QUESTION 43: Why Caodaist should try to perform daily rituals?
Answer: According to Guan Yin or the Goddess of Mercy, the peri-
spirit of the performer can contact the Divine Beings, so it becomes
more enlightened. Second, it’s a way to pray to God for forgiveness.
Third, if you request, then you will get the responses from Deities.
Fourth, you will treat others more and more humanely, so you will
attain enlightenment more easily.
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Rituals are the signs of reverence to God and other Deities. Also, you
should respects the Caodaist Law and study religious teachings in order
to be saved. Nobody you can bribe Deities with lots of rituals.
Additionally, religious ceremonies are only exotericism. It’s important
that you should take advantage of them to improve your mind so that
you can reach your deepest part, the soul.
Additionally, rituals are also very helpful.
- They help control your physical body and prevent it from
causing bad karma.
- Saying prayers prevent your mouth from speaking bad
words.
- Looking at the Divine Eye or other symbols, you can avoid
looking at bad images.
- Saying prayers, you have no time to create bad concepts.
- Listening to prayers, you can avoid harmful sounds.

QUESTION 44: Why do Caodaists offer only flowers, wine and tea?
Answer: Caodaist offerings are flowers, wine, and tea.

 Flowers represents TINH, which is the essence of material in the
universe. God wants us to offer our physical body, so He can use it to
serve other living beings. The physical body should be as clean and
beautiful as a flower.

« Wine refers to KHI, which is the energy. It is also the peri-spirit or
human mind, which connects the human body and soul. God wants us
to offer our mind to serve mankind.

« Tea symbolizes THAN, which is the human soul.

God wants us to take care of our bodies, making them as beautiful as
flowers, cultivating and making our mind as strong as wine and making
our soul as moderate as tea. When the body develops best, it will create
huge amount of energy, which will unite with the soul, producing a
great spiritual power. That process is called Caodaist Esotericism.
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QUESTION 45: What prayers do | say while offering my three
treasures to God?
Answer:

» While offering flowers to God, say in your mind, “O God! | offer my
physical body to you, so use it at will. ”

» While offering wine to God, say, “I offer my spirit to you, so use it at
will.”

» While offering tea to God, say, “7 offer my soul to you, so use it at
will.” (Or preferable) “You'’ve created my soul, mind and body.
Therefore, it’s you who decide how to use it. ”

QUESTION 46: What are a Caodaist’s responsibilities?

Answer: A Caodaist is still a citizen of a nation, a member of the

society and his/her family, so he needs to fulfill his responsibilities. It is

called The Teachings of Man.

1. He must obey the Caodaist Canonical Codes.

2. He must remember the Caodaist Entry Oath and try to keep it.

3. He must respect the instructions of the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council
and other Caodaist Senior Dignitaries.

4. He must practice vegetarianism at least 10 days a month and follow
the Caodaist Five Precepts and the Four Commandments.

5. He must permanently attend Caodaist Rituals.

“A Caodaist adherent should not think iz’s enough to build a home altar

and to perform rituals four times a day. /t’s not a good idea. He also

needs to go to Holy House on the first and fifteenth days of the lunar

month for rituals, sermons and discussions. That improves the

relationships with other disciples.”

QUESTION 47: What should a Caodaist do in a ritual in the Caodaist
Temple or Holy House?

Answer:

Regulations before the ceremony.
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“ First, you must take a shower. Sincerely show reverence for God and
other Deities. At the ceremony, seriously follow the instructions. Don 't
tell jokes, speak bad words or spit in front of the altar. Male disciples
kneel on the left and female on the right.”

Regulations during the ceremony.

“Keep absolutely silent during the ceremony. Drunks and impure
people are prohibited in a Caodaist ceremony.” Instructions for
Caodaists by the Acting Supreme Leader Lé van Trung.

QUESTION 48: What scriptures should a Caodaist read?

Answer: Read these four books on fundamental Caodaism.

1. Caodaist Scriptures for Religious and Secular Life.

2. The Collection of Divine Messages.

3. The Caodaist Constitution.

4. The Caodaist Canonical Codes

Caodaist adherents are encouraged to read scriptures from other
religions to gain more knowledge, have stronger belief, become less
superstitious and differentiate between good and evil.

QUESTION 49: How should I read scriptures from other religions?
Answer:
Scriptures from other religions are written by knowledgeable authors.
Those authors, however, can make a mistake some time because “To err
is human”. Additionally, scriptures are affected by the time. Ancient
ones may not be suitable for contemporary readers. Consequently,
ponder the contents while reading. Study what is logical or suitable for
the present situation. Ignore the confusing ones or those against our
religious purpose. It’s not a good idea to immediately believe what is
written in other scriptures though they are written by some Saint or
Sage.
It’s good to gain more knowledge from scriptures from other religions,
but you should not practice what they offer. Since you may harm
yourself if you misunderstand it. To achieve enlightenment, you need to
attain enough good karma first. Then God, our Master, will help. God
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says, “Scriptures, which help make you a Saint, are like the chop sticks
for a rice meal. Without them, you can still eat the rice by hands.”
Instructions for Caodaists by the Acting Supreme Leader L& van Trung.

QUESTION 50: What should I pray for during daily Caodaist rites?
Answer:

Caodaists' Five Daily Prayers:

I sincerely pray to God

Firstly, for a wide expansion of Caodaism.

Secondly, for all living things to be taught the doctrine.

Thirdly, for myself to be forgiven.

Fourthly, for a universal peace.

Fifthly, for secure Holy Houses.

Caodaists pray to God for these four times a day. At Thoi Ty (Hour of
the Rat, 23:00 - 1:00), Thoi Ngo (Hour of the Horse, 11:00 - 13:00),
Thoi Meo (Hour of the Cat, 5:00 - 7:00) and Thoi Dau (Hour of the
Rooster, 17:00 - 19:00).

QUESTION 51: What are the Three Heavenly Governors?

Answer:

Three Heavenly Governors are three Divine Beings responsible for the

development and protection of Caodaism. They, on behalf of the Three

Religious Founders, controls Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism in

God’s Third Amnesty.

1. The First Governor is Li Bai, The Immortal Chief, who leads Taoism
on behalf of Laozi.

2. The Second Governor is Guan Yin, who leads Buddhism on behalf of
Shakyamuni Buddha.

3. The Third Governor is Guan Yu, who leads Confucianism on behalf
of Confucius.
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The reason why Caodaists worship the Three Heavenly Governors is
because they have the authority to make religious laws in the Third
Amnesty and because (some source) they represent the three qualities
wisdom, compassion and courage respectively.

QUESTION 52: Why do Caodaists need the Three Deeds?
Answer:
There are three schools for people to choose to practice Caodaism.

* First, they can join the Caodaist Executive Body, moving up its
hierarchy called the Nine Heavenly Statuses. The goal is the religious
achievement after death.

* Second, they can join the Caodaist Philanthropic Body, moving up its
hierarchy called the Twelve Divine Ranks. The goal is the religious
achievement after death.

* Finally, they can enter the Caodaist Meditation House, cultivating
their Three Treasures. The goal is the religious achievement before
death.

Unlike the first and second schools, there is a requirement for the third

schools though. Those who have completed the Three Deeds are

allowed to enter the Caodaist Meditation House to practice Caodaist

Esotericism.

His Holiness Ho Phap explains, “Those who haven’t done religious

work (i.e. spread Caodaism) are not permitted to practice esotericism.

When you file for admission to the Meditation House, an investigation

will prove your background, your experience of religious work and your

practice of vegetarianism. Then, Hé Phap decides if you have enough
spiritual power. Those who have completed the Three Deeds are
accepted; otherwise they will be assigned to do more religious work. |
emphasize that without Ho Phdp’s decision, you’ll go nowhere at all
except enlarging your belly. For the 1st Deed, which is Lap Duc (virtue
cultivation), you have to thoroughly study Caodaism. For the 2nd Deed,
which is Ldp Cbong (doing religious work), you have to preach
Caodaism to your relatives. And for the 3rd Deed, which is Ldp Ngon
(speech improvement), you have to preach Caodaism to all over the
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world. Having succeeded in practicing these Three Deeds, you will be
able to return to God by the way of Nine-Heaven Education.”

QUESTION 53: What do Caodaists do to fulfill the Lap Cong (earning
karmic merits by religious work)?

Answer:

To earn more karmic merits, you have to serve others. God says, to
attain enlightenment, you have to accumulate as much good karma as
you can. It is important that you completely volunteer for it and that you
should choose the work that suits you best.

QUESTION 54: What do Caodaists do to fulfill the Lap Ngobn (speech
improvement)?

Answer:

God says, “I tell you Caodaists to watch your language. /¢ ’s better to be
punished for committing a crime than for threatening to do so because
both punishments are the same.”

To fulfill the Lap Ngon, Caodaists should first strictly follow the Fifth
Precept: “Do not make false statements.” Then they should preach
Caodaism in the media to as many people as possible.

QUESTION 55: What do Caodaists do to fulfill the Lap buc (virtue

cultivation)?

Answer:

To fulfill the Lap buc, Caodaists should adopt the strategy called the

Twelve Divine Ranks in the Caodaist Philanthropic Body. His Holiness

Ho Phap preached, “Taking the method called the Twelve Divine Ranks,

you join the Caodaist Philanthropic Body, where, beside practicing

vegetarianism, obeying Caodaist Law and obeying God s instructions,
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you have to cultivate your virtues. You will move up its hierarchy from
Minh Durc, Tan Dan, Thinh Thién, Hanh Thién, Giao Thién, Chi Thién,
etc.”

QUESTION 56: Who are CUU PHAM THAN TIEN (the Divine

Beings in the Nine-Ranked Hierarchy)?

Answer:

They are the Divine Beings in hierarchy of nine levels, including:

Earth Deity - Human Deity - Heaven Deity.

Earth Saint - Human Saint - Heaven Saint.

Earth Immortal - Human Immortal - Heaven Immortal.

According to the Caodaist Constitution:

1. The Caodaist believers, who succeed in keeping the promise of the
Entry Oath and following the Caodaist Canonical Codes are
considered equivalent to Earth Deities.

2. The Chanh Tri Su, Phé Tri Su and Théng Su, who fulfill their
religious responsibilities, are considered equivalent to Human
Deities.

3. Lé Sanh are considered equivalent to Heaven Deities.

4. Gido Huru are considered equivalent to Earth Saints.

5.

QUESTION 57: Who are the three Divine Beings in the bas-relief at the
door of The Caodaist Temple?

Answer:

They are the three Saints, who are writing a Covenant between Man and
God. The three Saints are: First, Thanh Son Pao Si or Trang Trinh
Nguyén Binh Khiém, the famous scholar, poet and prophet from
Vietnam. Second, Nguyét Tam Chon Nhon or Victor Hugo, the
prominent writer from France. Third, Tén Trung Son Chon Nhon or
Sun Yat Sen, the great revolutionary from China.

The three Saints are writing the words “Man and God” and “Love and
Justice” in Chinese and French:

33



RERT - GEAT

DIEU et HUMANITE - AMOUR et JUSTICE

According to Caodaism, this is the Covenant for the Third Salvation,

which was announced in 1926. Since the Creation, there have been

three covenants.

1. The First Covenant was announced for the First Salvation in Israel. It
was the Ten Commandments granted by God to Moses.

2. The Second Covenant was announced for the Second Salvation
because the First One was distorted by humans. It was the Bible,
which told the story of Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity.

3. The Third Covenant was announced for the Third Salvation through
the three Saints mentioned above.

According to Caodaism, those who carry out the two terms of the

Covenant (Love and Justice) will be allowed to return to heaven.

QUESTION 58: Is it easy to carry out the two terms of the Covenant?
Answer:

Whether it is easy or difficult to carry out those terms depends on your
will. First, you should have mercy on others, do charity work and share
sorrow with others. Second, you should not bully or cheat others. Pay
off all your debts or your creditors will not let you go to heaven.

The best way, which is suggested by His Holiness Ho Phép, is to serve
everyone as a Caodaist adherent.

QUESTION 59: Why is the statue of HO PHAP put on the Seven-
Headed Serpent Throne ?

Answer:

In the Caodaist Judicial Body in Tay Ninh Temple, there are three
statues of Caodaist leaders, Ho Phéap, Thuong Pham and Thuong Sanh,
which are twisted around by the Seven-Headed Serpent. Three serpent
heads named Joy, Love and Satisfaction rise above Ho Phap. The other
four named Sorrow, Hatred, Anger and Desire are under Ho Phép‘s
hands and feet.
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Having sanctified the throne, His Holiness HO Phap explained, “The
Divine Serpent represents a human with the seven emotions. The
positions of the serpent heads imply how a Caodaist should behave in
life in order to attain enlightenment. Love, Satisfaction and Joy are
good emotions, but Sorrow, Hatred, Anger and Desire, which can
destroy your soul, should be strictly controlled.”

QUESTION 60: What is THE GIOI PAlI DPONG (the world
community, the tolerant society)?

Answer:

Dai Ddng is an ideal world community, where there is no discrimination
on the grounds of race or nation. That is an ideally peaceful society,
where everyone is treated equally as brothers. In the Books of Rites,
Confucius said, “At that time, kind and talented people are respected,
the truth is told and disagreement is eradicated. Therefore, all parents
are equally respected and all sons and daughters are loved. The elderly
are carefully taken care of until they die, the young have jobs, children
are properly brought up and the underprivileged people are supported.
People neither pick up lost things on the streets nor idle days away.
There are no schemes, thefts or rebellions, so doors never need
locking.”

Lots of theories and doctrines have been proposed for such a society so
far in vain because of human selfishness. In the Third Salvation, God
establishes Caodaism, whose purpose is a world community and a
tolerant religion.

QUESTION 61: What is the most effective way of praying?

Answer:

The key factor is deep sincerity and strong belief. Completely silence
your mind and pray repeatedly. Remember you should only pray for
what is predetermined by God to have the ideal result. Do not be
greedy! Some people only pray selfishly for more benefits than enough
and become disappointed when they do not get what they want. As a
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result, they lose their faith, saying God and Deities are not sacred
enough.

The Caodaist exoteric practice proposed by the Caodaist Sacerdotal
Council includes the exemplary prayers. Caodaist adherents should
practice it to avoid excessive praying.

QUESTION 62: Isn’t it inconvenient to say Caodaist prayers in the
contemporary society?

Answer:

Yes, it is, but Muslims say prayers four times a day without any
complaints. According to Caodaism, however, in daily activities,
Caodaists can say prayers silently without annoying others. With such a
complete practice Caodaists can revive their spiritual life at least ten
times a day. The most visible result is the improvement in adherents’
behaviors and characteristics.

QUESTION 63: Can businesspeople pray for more better transactions?
Answer:

No, that Caodaist businesspeople always pray to Deities for success is a
Vietnamese tradition, not a Caodaist ritual. This long tradition had
existed before Caodaism was founded. They usually pray to such
Deities as the Town God, the Earth God and the God of Prosperity.
Some Caodaist adherents still keep the tradition with a few changes like
vegetarian food, not meat or fish for offerings.

QUESTION 64: What do Caodaists think of Divine Beings?

Answer:

Caodaists believe that Divine Beings can influence both human physical
and mental activities, teaching humans to do the right things and
supporting them to escape the cycle of birth and death. Consequently,
only the relevant prayers are responded.
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Divine Beings are neither demons nor ordinary spirits (ghosts), so we
humans must not think that we can bribe them to get more support.
Caodaists are not allowed to offer the Divine Beings like the Earth God
and Town God meat or fish. Caodaist offerings are vegetarian food
only.

This is the spiritual message by the Town God in Can Giugc district,
M¥ Loc village, Vietnam Jan 18th 1927: “Since | took the order to
govern this place, | have dutifully taken care of the locals by giving
them a peaceful life and good harvests. As for the offerings, | want
vegetarian meals, not meat or fish. Why offerings? They show your
serious reverence, not the food for Divine Beings to eat.” The
Collection of Divine Messages.

Unlike demons and ghosts, who usually ask for expensive sacrifices in
seances, Divine Beings are good and helpful.

QUESTION 65: Can Caodaists pray to Divine Beings for promotion at
work or in school?

Answer:

Caodaists are allowed to pray for more intelligence so that they can
study better, pass an exam or get a job promotion. Hence, they can lead
a useful life as model citizens.

It is not superstitious to pray for more intelligence. All knowledge
gained in many incarnations is stored in your memories. Those
memories are not destroyed after death. Living in a new body in another
incarnation, you can be intelligent due to those hidden memories. That
is why a person with more past incarnations is usually more intelligent.
In the Caodaist prayer before class, there is a sentence: “God the
Father, please give me more intelligence.” That proves God can make
you more intelligent. You have, however, to study hard first before your
request can be granted. If you are too lazy, but want Divine Beings to
help in an exam, that is really superstitious!
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QUESTION 66: Why is there lots of music before the prayers in a
Caodaist ceremony? What do those pieces of music mean? Why isn’t
music from the West used?

Answer:

You only listen to that music called Nhac T4u Quan Thién (Musical
Salute to God) in Caodaist major ceremonies, not minor ones. His
Holiness HO Phap asked His Holiness Gido Tong and the answer was:
“Before the universe, God was a mass of energy, which then converted
into two forms. These two forms combined, setting off an explosion

which Buddhism calls Om (or Aum [5i], Sanskrit: 32). The explosion

caused the eight categories of souls to transform into things, animals
and humans. Wherever the sounds came, life begins. Now we make
lifeless instruments (for example the buffalo skin covering the drum)
resound. That means we revive the eight categories of souls so that they
worship God. In short, Nhac T4u Quan Thién implies we both see and
hear the eight categories of souls offer their lives to God.”

In Caodaist major ceremonies, Nhac Tau Quan Thién is composed of
seven Vietnamese pieces of music played by eight kinds of Vietnamese
instruments. God says, “The Vietnamese traditional music is the most
meaningful one in the world ever, so | choose it to represent the world.”

QUESTION 67: Is it true that God preached in seances? Isn’t it some
ghost who pretended to be God? | do not think God, the Creator of the
universe, came to this impure world.

Answer:

First, unlike humans with a physical body, God does not have to arrive
at a seance in person. What he does is to send spiritual signals to that
seance. Second, it is important to differentiate between divine messages
and evil messages. If you receive a message from a spirit who claims
that he/she is a Senior Immortal, you should ponder over his words. A
genuine immortal always discusses profound religious teachings, not
the secularly ordinary things.

God said, “Since Bach Ngoc Kinh (the White Jade City) and Loi Am Tur
(Thunder Pagoda) made law for the Third Salvation, Caodaism has
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been severely hampered by Satan. Satan’s even borrowed my name, but
dared not sit on my throne. Knowing /’ve preached by psychic pen in
seances, Satan named his Thirty Six Caves Thirty Six Heavens and
borrowed the names of other Deities to establish a false religion.”

“My throne” refers to the mediums God chose to use the psychic pen.
According to Caodaists, only the divine messages from seances which
are held in Cung Bao Toa Théanh (the Seance Spot in Tay Ninh Temple)
and which are attended by the assigned mediums are accepted.

QUESTION 68: Why do Caodaist adherents have to obey Caodaist
Law?

Answer:

In the Maitreya Buddha Prayer, one of the Caodaist scriptures,
Shakyamuni Buddha preached, “Taking orders from Maitreya Buddha,
all of the other Buddhas often destroy evils with magical light. If
someone wants to escape the cycle of eternal reincarnation after
listening to my words, ponder on Phdgt (Buddha), Phap (Dharma) and
Tang (Sangha) and obey Caodaist Law. You will surely be freed from
the cycle of reincarnation, attain the Buddhahood and enter the World
of Ultimate Happiness.”

QUESTION 69: Where can | find Caodaist Law?
Answer:
In these books:

» The Caodaist Constitution.

» The Caodaist Canonical Codes.

» The Caodaist Law in Year of the Tiger (1938).
* The Eight Caodaist Laws.

QUESTION 70: What is the Caodaist Constitution?
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Answer:

Like a nation, Caodaism needs a constitution for its organization and
hierarchy of dignitaries. The Caodaist Constitution, however, was not
prepared by humans, but by God through seances and it is not
amendable. His Holiness H6 Phap has added an explication that was
later edited by His Holiness Giao Tong Li Bai.

The Caodaist Constitution elaborates on the functions of the three
Caodaist Bodies (Hiép Thién bai, Ctru Trung bai, Bat Quai bai),
vestments and dignitaries’ responsibilities.

Following the Constitution, Caodaist adherents can operate and develop
their community. Unlike a secular organization like a government, the
authority is based on love, not violent power.

QUESTION 71: What are the Caodaist Canonical Codes on?

Answer:

The Caodaist Canonical Codes are also call the New Law, because they
are different from those in the First and Second Salvation. Made by all
Caodaist adherents by a Caodaist organization called Quyén Van Linh,
those laws are ratified by God before enforcement, so they are called
The Divine Law for the World. The Codes contain three sections:
Religious Life, Secular Life and Meditation Houses.

QUESTION 72: What is NGOC HU CUNG?

Answer:

Ngoc Hu Cung is said to be the palace in heaven where God and His

court govern the universe. It is on the 10th heaven called Hu Vo Thién

whose Governor is Dipankara Buddha. Ngoc Hu Cung includes Linh

Tiéu Dién, Cung Hiép Thién Hanh Hoa and Cung Nam Tao Bic Pau.

1. Linh Tiéu Dién is the headquarters of God’s court.

2. Cung Hiép Thién Hanh Hoa is the Heavenly Court, where the Three
Heavenly Governors work.

3. Cung Nam Tao Béc Dau is where all souls review what they have
done in previous lives by looking at the Wordless Book.
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His Holiness Ho Phép said, “Suddenly we see in front of us an infinite
realm replete with beautiful mysterious palaces. They are made entirely
of something like crystals; their colours are clear like crystals. There
are halos flying in all directions; the features of the realm create these
forms.”

“The only language in that realm is thought; communication is
spiritual. Whatever you think about, you have it immediately.”

“We arrive at Cung Ngoc Hu, the place which holds the political power
of the Universe. Ngoc Huw Cung controls every star and sun in this
universe. The power that governs the earthly world is in the image of
Cuwu Trung Dai, but people imagine it differently. Does it govern
anyone? | have explained that the soul governs the self and Ngoc Huw
Cung only protects and blesses us. This place doesn’t govern, it only
blesses, because it wants these souls to be sanctified; often they aren’t
blessed because of their previous life. ”

(Translated by Christopher Hartney, Pao Cong Tam and Tu Chon)

QUESTION 73: What is DIEU TRI CUNG?

Answer:

Diéu Tri Cung (the Jewel Pond Palace) is where God the Mother
dwells. The Eighth Female Buddha said, “In the Jewel Pond, a tower
that can detect Yin Light receives Yang Light from the Absolute and
then combines the two to create peri spirits for all living beings in the
universe. God the Mother, who controls the creation on behalf of God,
combines Thgp Thién Can (Ten Heavenly Stems) and Thap Nh;i Hia Chi
( Twelve Earthly Branches) to create living beings and things. Diéu is a
kind of jewel and Tri is a pond, so it is the palace made of jewel next to
Ao That Bizu (the Pond made of seven types of jewel). ”

God the Mother’s assistants are the Nine Female Buddhas, who are
responsible for education in the universe. Additionally, there are also
innumerable Buddhas who are responsible for salvation. The leader is
Pac Quan Am B6 Tat (Guan Yin), who dwells in An Nhan Pong, Nam
Hai (the Cave of Leisure, Southern Sea).
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QUESTION 74: What is BAT QUAI BAI?

Answer:

Bat Quéai bai (The Octagonal Tower) is where God and other Deities,

Saints, Immortals and Buddhas dwells. Caodaism is established based

on three organization:

o CUU TRUNG PAI (Nine-Leveled Tower), which is considered the
physical body of the religion or the secular section. The leader is
Giao Toéng.

o HIEP THIEN DAI (Communion Tower), which is considered the
mind of the religion or the haft secular haft religious section. The
leader is H Phép.

o BAT QUAI BAI (Octagonal Tower) which is considered the soul of
the religion or the religious section. The leader is God.

Thanks to the peri spirit, a human physical body can have contact with

the soul. Similarly, Hi¢p Thién Dai acts as the intermediary between

Curu Trang Pai and Bat Quai bai.

QUESTION 75: Describe the arrangement of BAT QUAI DAl in Tay
Ninh Temple, please.

Answer:

It is a twelve-leveled octagonal platform, whose top is the Eight
Trigrams.

* In the center rises a column that supports Qua Can Khén (the
Universe Sphere). The sky-blue Universe Sphere is 3,333 meters in
diameter and displays 3072 stars, symbolizing the material universe.
Its facade shows the Divine Eye on Ursa Major.

 Below the Universe Sphere is the altar, on which are the memorial
tablets of the founders of the three religions: Shakyamuni Buddha,
Laozi and Confucius. Below are the memorial tablets of the three
Heavenly Governors: Guan Yin, Li Bai and Guan Yu.
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* Under the memorial tablet of Li Bai are Jesus Christ, Jiang Shang
Jiza.
This arrangement shows Caodaist principle “Restoration of Three
Religions and Union of the Five Religious Branches.” Besides, there are
memorial tablets of Caodaist martyrs and late senior dignitaries. This
shows another Caodaist principle “Communion between God and
Man.”
Above this platform is an octagonal construction connecting with Ctu
Trung Pai, whose roof is a huge lotus throne. On the top are the
sculptures of the Brahmanist Trinity, the highest gods of Brahmanism
(now Hinduism): Brahma standing on a crane, facing west, Shiva
standing on the seven-head snake, facing north and Vishnu (Christna)
standing on a jiaolong, facing south. Caodaists call them the three
ancient Buddhas.

QUESTION 76: What is HIEP THIEN DAI?

Answer:

It is the legislative and judicial body of Caodaism. Hiép Thién means
communion between God and man. It is also the organization that holds
seances to receive divine messages. It includes Phap Chanh (Caodaist
Court) and Phudc Thién (Caodaist Charity).

I. PHAP CHANH

Caodaist Court operates based on the principle: “Law is fair, but
religious punishment is reasonable. True religion is not amendable, but
good or evil depends on each case.”

Il. PHUOC THIEN

Caodaist Charity operates based on the principle: “God blesses living
beings and things so that they all have a good life. Earth contains good
karma and all Buddhas help the original souls return to Heaven.”
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QUESTION 77: What is CUU TRUNG DAI?

Answer:

Literally meaning a nine-leveled structure, Ctu Trung Dai is the
executive body of Caodaism. Its dignitaries are divided into three
sections: Thai, (yellow vestments) representing Buddhism, Thuong
(azure vestments) representing Taoism and Ngoc (red vestments)
representing Confucianism. The dignitaries are assigned to either
Administration or Counseling.

1. Administration:

The Administration is composed of Ciru Vién (Nine Departments), each
of which is governed by a Chanh Phéi Su.

* Thai Section is in charge of the Department of Finance, the
Department of Food and the Department of Construction.

» Thuong Section is in charge of the Department of Education, the
Department of Health and the Department of Agriculture.

* Ngoc Section is in charge of the Department of Promotion, the
Department of Rite and the Department of Conciliation.

2. Counseling:

The Caodaists dignitaries assigned to this body are to console and help

people, who committed a sin, who became so discouraged or who quit

office because of legal problems. Their operation is based on the

principle in the couplet:

Rehabilitating and converting all sinners to Caodaism.

Helping all victims and eradicating evils according to the Third

Salvation.

QUESTION 78: What is the advantages of Caodaist Governing
System?

Answer:

The Caodaist Sacerdotal Council is divided into:

 The Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Ctru Trung Dai led by Gido Tong.
» The Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Hiép Thién Dai led by Ho Phap.
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The advantage is to attain checks and balances internally, even in the
lowest level like Chanh Tri Sy, Pho Tri Sy and Théng Su.

QUESTION 79: What is the organization of the Caodaist Sacerdotal
Council of Cuu Trung bai?

Answer:

The Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Ctru Trung Pai is led by Gido Tong
(Caodaist Supreme Leader). The lower dignitaries are:

* 03 Chuong Phap (Dharma Master)

« 03 Pau Su (Master Chief)

» 36 Phéi Su (Assistant Master)

* 72 Giéo Su (Religious Teacher)

3000 Giao Hitu (Religious Associate)

QUESTION 80: What is the organization of the Caodaist Sacerdotal
Council of Hiép Thién bai?

Answer:

The Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Hiép Thién Bai is led by H6 Phap
(Dharma Defender). The lower dignitaries are divided into three
branches.

 Phép led by Ho6 Phéap.

« Thé led by Thugng Sanh.

« Pao led by Thugng Pham.

The lower dignitaries are Thap Nhi Thoi Quan (the Twelve Time
Superiors) and Thap Nhi Bao Quan (Twelve Academicians).

Those dignitaries operates the Department of Justice, the Caodaist
Philanthropist Body and the Secular Dignitaries.
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QUESTION 81: What is the organization of the Caodaist Sacerdotal
Council of Philanthropist Body?

Answer:

Despite its name, this organization is controlled by The Caodaist
Sacerdotal Council of Hi¢p Thién Dai.

The dignitaries in this organization are:

Phat Tt (Buddha)

Tién Tu (Immortal)

Thanh Nhon (Saint)

Hién Nhon (Sage)

Chon Nhon (Enlightened Person)

Pao Nhon (Religious Person)

Chi Thién (Highly Ethical Person)

Giao Thién (Ethic Teacher)

Hanh Thién (Ethic Practitioner)

Thinh Thién (Ethic Learner)

Tan Dan (New Person)

Minh Buc (Virtuous Person)

QUESTION 82: What is Hanh Chanh Dao? Is it necessary?

Answer:

Hanh Chanh Dao is the Caodaist Executive Branch, which puts
Caodaist plans, actions and laws into effect if they are ratified by God.
The dignitaries in Ciu Trung Dai take charge of this branch. Unlike a
secular government, the purpose of this branch is education, not ruling.
The system is as well-organized as that of a secular government.

* Pho Tri Su or Théng Su leads the adherents in a village.
» Chanh Tri Su leads the adherents in a ward.

« L& Sanh takes the position of Pau Toc, leading the adherents in a
district.

 Gido Hiru takes the position of Khdm Chau, leading the adherents in a
province.

» Gio Su takes the position of Kham Tran, leading the adherents in a
region.
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QUESTION 83: What Caodaist organization does a Hién Tai belong to?
Answer:

A Hién Tai (Talent) belongs to the Department of Secular Dignitaries,
which is controlled by Hié¢p Thién Dai or the Caodaist Judicial Body.
This organization operates based on the slogan “Without life, religion
lacks strength; Without religion, life lacks power.” Caodaism spiritually
helps people by showing them the way of returning to Heaven as well
as helps improve human society. Lots of people love to work for
Caodaism, but still have to earn a living. Those people can join the
Department of Secular Dignitaries without joining the priesthood.

I. Establishment

Under the instructions of Li Bai, Caodaist Supreme Leader, on January
7th 1954 and according to Caodai creed, the Caodai Sacerdotal Council
established the Department of Secular Dignitaries in order to facilitate
more Caodaiism practice among non-priest people, who are able to
work for Caodai without entering the priesthood.

I1. Hierarchy:

There are four titles.

« Hién Tai (Talent).

« Qudc Si (National Intellectual).
* Dai Phu (Expert)

* Phu Tu (Mentor)

Hién Tai's are selected and ordained by the Sacerdotal Council of Hi¢p
Thién Dai while Quéc Si, Pai Phu, Phu Tu's are selected by the
Sacerdotal Council of Hiép Thién Dai and presented to Divine
Authority for acceptance.

I11. Ordination:

Under Ho Phép's Decree 49, July 4th 1951, a Hién Tai with five-year
experience can request a transfer to Hiép Thién Dai or Ciu Trung Dai
dignitaries after a complete investigation by Bo Phap Chanh.
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A promotion to Quéc Si, Pai Phu and Phu T is also decided by Divine
Authority. After the transfer, the new dignitaries have no more
responsibility with the Department of Secular Dignitaries and have to
obey the New Canonical Codes and the Religious Constitution of
Caodaism.

QUESTION 84: What are local Caodaist organizations like?

Answer:

Beside the Caodaist Central Temple, other Caodaist organizations in
Vietnam are Tran Pao, Chau Pao, Toc Pao and Huong Pao, all of
which take orders from the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council.

« In a hamlet there is a Ap Pao led by a Ph6 Tri Su and Théng Su, who
are selected by an internal election.

* In a village there is a Huong Pao led by a Chanh Tri Sy, who is
selected by an internal election.

« In a district there is a Toc Pao led by a Lé Sanh, who is appointed by
the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council.

* In a province there is a Chau Dao led by a Gido Hiu, who is
appointed by the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council.

« In a region there is a Tran Dao led by a Gido Su, who is appointed by
the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council.

In each Caodaist administrative unit there are always two independent

communities, one for male and one for female adherents.

QUESTION 85: What is Ban Tri Su responsible for?

Answer:

Ban Tri Su is the Caodaist basic management group, whose job is to
regulate all religious activities in a village or a small town. It is led by a
Chanh Tri Su (Chief Administrator), who is assisted by several Pho Tri
Su (Administrative Assistant ) and Théng Su (Religious Law
Assistant).
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These dignitaries have to take orders from the Caodaist Sacerdotal
Council or their higher-ranking dignitaries. They are not allowed to do
anything at will. They are to help other Caodaist adherents both in their
religious community and in life. A Chanh Tri Su is chosen among other
Pho Tri Sy and Thong Su by an internal election and works for a five
year term. Each believer with an official Caodaist ID is eligible for full
suffrage.

QUESTION 86: What is Quyén Van Linh?

Answer:

Quyén Van Linh (General Spirit Power) is the Caodaist Legislature.

Founding Caodaism, God divided its power into three branches: the

Legislative, the Executive and the Judiciary Branch.

1. The Legislative Branch is Bat Quai bai led by God.

2. The Executive Branch is the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Cuu
Trung Dai led by Gido Tong.

3. The Judiciary Branch is the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Hiép
Thién bai led by H6 Phép.

Then God announced “Man is God”, so God allowed Caodaist

adherents to make law on behalf of Himself. Now each Caodaist bill has

to be accepted by three assemblies.

1. The Public Assembly, which is composed of representatives of
Caodaist believers and dignitaries such as Thong Su, Phd Tri Su,
Chanh Tri Sy and L& Sanh.

2. The Assembly of Dignitaries, which is composed of Caodaist
dignitaries such as Gi4o Hitu, Gido Su and Phéi Su.

3. The Supreme Assembly, which is made up of Caodaist seniors like
Pau Su, Chuong Phép, Gido Tong, H6 Phéap, Thuong Pham, and
Thuong Sanh.

QUESTION 87: Who is Ho Phap?
Answer:
In the seance on Dec 12th 1935 Li Bai, Gido Tong (Caodaist Supreme
Leader) granted a poem:
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HO gia Chi Ton wuéc dén  gio,

PHAP ludn  thuwong chuyén may thién tho.
CHUONG quyén cuc lgc  phan  ngbi Vi,
QUAN xugt can khdon  dinh  cdi  bo.
NH/ kicp Tay Au cam may  tgo,
HOU duyén  Péng A nim thién  tho
HINH hai thanh thé chr nén  meéng,
PAI trong hong an gang cdy nho.

Translation

Having assisted God ever since,

You regulate the operation of the universe.

Having authority over heavenly promotion,

You govern all heavenly bodies.

With two former incarnations in Western countries,
You are now a religious leader in Southeast Asia.
The Caodaist organization has been accomplished.
Its development will depend on you.

According to this poem, Ho Phép is a divine being, who has been
helping God regulate the universe since its beginning. He has come to
earth in human form so many times with different names including
Pham Cong Téc, who is the Dharma Guardian of Caodaism in the Third
Salvation. In Caodaism Ho Phép is in charge of protecting Caodaist
Teachings and Law.

QUESTION 88: Why was poet Li Bai chosen to be Giao Tong, the
supreme leader of Caodaism?

Answer:

Caodaists worship the spirit of Li Bai, not poet Li Bai. Like Ho Phap, Li
Bai is a divine being, who has been existed since the Creation. This is
determined by the divine message:
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“Anh Thai Cuc bién sanh Thai Bach.

Hién Kim Tinh trong trach Linh Tiéu .

Quyén nang virng thira Thién triéu.

Can khon thé gisi ddt diu tinh quan "

Translation:

The Absolute produced a Huge Mass of White Light.
He was a leading Divine Being in God’s Court.

He has taken orders from God,

Teaching all souls in the universe.

Hence, at the beginning of the universe he was nameless, but a huge
mass of white light. Then, according to another divine message:

“Tinh quan the sdc thug Phong Than.

Cho d@én Puong triéu méi bién than.

Thai Bach Kim Tinh dang tri thé,

Trwong canh trich tiz dén tham tran”
Translation:

He was ordained in the era of Fengsheng Bang
And had an incarnation in the Tang dynasty.
Then he came to the Earth,

With the name of Ly Truong Canh.

So he had an incarnation as poet Li Bai only during the Tang dynasty.
Now Caodaists call him “The Immortal Chief and Gido Tong of
Caodaism.”

QUESTION 89: Who are the Nine Lady Immortals? Who are the Nine
Lady Buddhas?
Answer:
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The Nine Lady Immortals are God the Mother’s assistant. They are
responsible for education in the universe.
1. The First Lady, who is believed to have an incarnation as a
Vietnamese woman named Hoa, is in charge of Ngan Uyén (the
Heavenly Flower Garden) in the First Heaven, where each flower
represents a spirit. The flower blooms when the spirit incarnates and
fades when the spirits returns to Heaven.
2. The Second Lady, who is said to have an incarnation as a Viethamese
woman named Cam, takes care of vuon Dao Tién (Heavenly Peach
Garden) in the Second Heaven.
3. The Third Lady, who incarnated as a Vietnamese woman named
Tuyén, manages the Third Azure Heaven. She takes spirits across the
ocean of sorrow by Prana Boat.
4. The Fourth Lady waits for spirits in the Yellow Heaven. She is the
judge in various competitions, who will supports true talents to help
develop the world. It is said She also incarnated as a Vietnamese
woman named Gam.
5. The Fifth Lady governs the Red Heaven, where all spirits are led to
Minh Canh Dbai (Transparent Glass Tower) to review whether they have
done good deeds or committed sins on earth. She also incarnated in
Vietnam as a woman named Liéu.
6. The Six Lady, who is said to have incarnated as Jeanne d'Arc (1412-
1431)in France and as a woman named Hug¢ in Vietnam, is responsible
for the Golden Heaven, leading all spirits to cung Van Phap (Multiple
Dharma Palace) to review their previous acts.
7. The Seventh Lady see spirits in Hao Nhién Thién (Immense Heaven),
leading them to report to Btic Chuan Dé B6 Tat and Buc Pho Hién Bo
Tat. So kind-hearted is She that She volunteers to educate female spirits
in Hell. In Vietnam, She incarnated as Miss Vuong thi Lé.
8. The Eighth Lady sees spirits coming to Phi Tuong Thién (Beyond
Thought Heaven). She granted a lot of poems and scriptures, especially
the Prayer to God the Mother and the Esoteric Practice. She incarnated
as a Chinese woman named Bach Lién.
9. The Ninth Lady sees spirits coming to Tao Hoéa Thién (Creation
Heaven), leading them to report to God the Mother. One of Her
incarnations was in Vietnam as Miss Cao Thi Khiét.
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In Caodaist prayers, the Nine Lady Immortals are also called the Nine
Lady Buddhas. The two different titles refer to the same divine beings.
The reason why there are different names is because the Vietnamese
traditionally call a female divine being Tién Nuong (Lady Immortal) or
Phat Ba (Lady Buddha) without paying attention to the rank.

QUESTION 90: When was the Caodaist Temple in Tay Ninh
inaugurated?

Answer:

The Caodaist Holy See in Tay Ninh or the Caodaist Main Temple in
Tay Ninh (also called Bén Thanh, T6 Pinh and Toa Thanh Trung
Uong). Currently situated in Long Thanh Bic Commune, Hoa Thanh
District, Tay Ninh Province, Viét Nam, the Temple represents the new
religion, Caodaism.

According to Caodaist history, the selection of the site, the blueprint
and the construction were directed by divine beings, especially God and
Li Bai, the Caodaist Supreme Leader.

Li Bai, the Caodaist Supreme Leader said:

"You believers should cooperate in building the Temple. The Temple
should be in Tay Ninh whatever happens. That is because this is the
Holy Land, where there is a climate good enough for other nationalities
to come to study Caodaism. | want to choose another site, but God did
not accept. Thurong Trung Nhut, you should somehow spare at least 50
acres for the building site. Go to find it then tell me later. Remember to
pray to God for it.”

In a seance in GO Kén pagoda, God said:

“Disciples!

Where | stay is the Holy Land. | have decreed that the Town God in

Long Thanh town be promoted to Van Xwong governing Hiép Ninh

town to educate the irreligious people. He is allowed to educate and

discipline them until they become good people. Therefore, you can feel

secure about it.

As for the site for the Caodaist Temple, | want unanimity between man

and holy beings. It's my nature to do so and you should follow that.
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Since | founded the religion, I've never acted as a dictator. I'll be
pleased with what location you choose for the future temple provided
that also satisfies the Sacerdotal Council. You should work well
together to built the temple right in Tay Ninh however hard it is. You
should know that I want the construction to be as economical as
possible.”

However, although the divine instructions were released in 1927, the
Temple was not built until 1931 because of a lack of finance and
workers. Meanwhile a provisional thatched Temple was built for
services. The construction completed 1947, but it was not inaugurated
until February 1st 1955.

QUESTION 91: Where is the Temple for God the Mother?

Answer:

Presently, B4o An Tur (The Gratitude Temple) is a provisional Temple,
where Caodaists worship God the Mother. There are the statues of God
the Mother, the Nine Lady Buddhas and their divine servants on Chim
Loan (a female Phoenix). Below is the statue of Dongfang Shuo, who is
receiving the divine peach from God the Mother. There is also the
statue of His Holiness Cao Thuong Phim®.

On the altar are two incense burners. The one with five incense sticks is
for God the Mother and the other with nine incense sticks is for the
Nine Lady Buddhas.

His Holiness Ho Phap said, “After kowtowing to God the Mother, you
have to turn around and bow to Khi Sanh Quang (the Energetic Gas for
Life), which is the source of all beings. God the Mother is Phap
(Dharma), which is one of the three treasures of the universe (Phdt,
Phap and Tang). Since God the Mother gives birth to everyone and
everything, that dharma is closely related to Hi¢p Thién Pai, where Khi
Sanh Quang is worshipped. Consequently, in the Temple of God the

! The senior dignitary under the Caodaist Sacerdotal Council of Hiép Thién bai.
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Mother you have to bow to Khi Sanh Quang though there is no statue of
it.”

On the left and right of the altar is where the late male and female
Caodaist dignitaries, who had great contributions to Caodaism, are
worshipped.
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QUESTION 92: What is the significance of the ceremony Hoi Yén
Diéu Tri (the Diéu Tri Banquet)?

Answer:

This is an important annual ceremony for Caodaists, which is held in
Tay Ninh Temple on the 15th of the 8th lunar month. His Holiness Ho
Phép said, “Thinking for yourselves, Caodaist adherents, you Il see that
nobody can convince and teach yourselves better than your mother. The
situation is the same in Heaven. God'’s established religions, but His
children just ignored them. He’s called them, but no one‘s come. He
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Himself has descended to the world several times, but 9.2 million
original souls have been blind and deaf to His teachings. They have
failed to receive both His love and the happiness He granted.
Consequently, He gives God the Mother the authority to pick up the
enlightened souls. If attaining the divine status, you have to return to
God the Mother. The ceremony Hgi Yén Diéu Tri, in fact, is the
opportunity for you to meet our Divine Mother.”

So the meanings of this ceremony are

o To show the boundless love of God the Mother to all of Her
children.

o With Her esoteric doctrine, God the Mother helps liberate all living
beings.

o To commemorate the day on which Caodaism was established.

QUESTION 93: What are Caodaist C6 Phap ?

Answer:

The Vietnamese term “C6 Phap” has three meanings: ancient law,

ancient dharma and religious emblems. The Caodaist emblems include

three objects.

1. The begging bowl which is usually used by Buddhist monks
represents Buddhism.

2. The fly-whisk which is usually used by Taoists represents Taoism.

3. The Spring and Autumn Annals which is one of the major scriptures
of Confucians represents Confucianism.

QUESTION 94: What is the meaning of the Caodaist banner?
Answer:
The Caodaist banner is 9m x 1.2 m. Yellow, azure and red, which
represents Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism, are the colors of the
surface.
On the top is the Divine Eye, under which is the Caodaist emblems.
Then there are the Pai Pao Tam Ky Phd D6 in Chinese.
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In the middle of the banner is a basket of flowers, which belongs to Lan
T’sai Ho, a mythical Chinese goddess.

There are also the twelve dashes, which is said to be God’s numbers.

At the bottom are another nine dashes, which represents the Nine
Heavens.

QUESTION 95: What is the meaning of the Caodaist flag?

Answer:

The Caodaist flag is also in three colors: red, azure and yellow
representing Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism respectively.

There are the Dai Pao Tam Ky Pho D¢ in Chinese, the Divine Eye and
the Caodaist emblems.

QUESTION 96: Is it beneficial to believe in the law of karma and
reincarnation?
Answer:
Originating in Buddhism, the law of karma or the law of causality holds
that one’s actions will affect his/her future lives. Good actions will lead
to happy consequences and bad actions will lead to suffering. There are
two categories: individual karma and collective karma. Collective
karma happens when lots of people are killed in disasters like
earthquakes, tsunami, plane crashes, etc.
Buddhist scriptures imply that karma will affect a person in three
incarnations consecutively. Living now, you have to suffer the results of
bad deeds in former life and your present actions also result in
consequences in the next incarnation. That is why people are entangled
in the cycle of reincarnation forever. To escape it, you have to avoid
bad deeds in life.
God said, “Children, where will you go after death? None of you
understand that miracle. Listen! It takes innumerable times for
materials to evolve into vegetation, insects, animals and then humans.
Humans are categorized as classes. A king on this 68th planet is not
equal to a poor man on the 67th planet. The higher the planet, the
richer the people. Higher than the first planet is the three thousand
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worlds, the four great continents and the thirty six heavens. After that
you have to practice religion more in order to enter what Buddhism
calls Nirvana. Following that route, you might never come back to Me!
Therefore, | grant humans a great privilege: you can return to Me after
one incarnation if you practice religion well enough. Unfortunately, |
haven’t seen such a person!”.

The law of karma gives us thorough insight into our present suffering
and how to avoid it in the future. You will never be disappointed in life
if you believe in the law of karma. Every good action you are having
now will contribute to your happy future. With that in mind, you will
not waste your time on worldly pleasures anymore.

QUESTION 97: What is the difference between the law of karma and
predestination?

Answer:

Predestination is the theory or the belief that everything that happens
has been decided or planned in advance by God or by fate and that
humans cannot change it. Following this theory, you will be passive and
pessimistic in all situations. On the contrary, you will have satisfaction
and confidence if you believe in the law of karma.

QUESTION 98: Why are some cruel and incompetent people so rich?
Answer:

Based on the law of karma, it can be understood that those people had a
lots of good deeds in their previous lives. That is why they are so rich
now in spite of their wickedness and incompetence. However, they will
be unhappy in their next incarnation if they take bribes, exploit others or
be drug traffickers in their present life.

It is not a good idea, however, to compare your lifestyle with others’. It
is to live and work for your own spiritual evolution that counts. You
should be content with your present situation, even the worst one. Then
patiently try to deal with it for future success. Remember that might be
the consequences of our own bad karma in previous incarnations.
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QUESTION 99: Can we decide our own life though we humans are
created by God?

Answer:

That’s true. Humans have the rights to act in life. There is no unchanged
fate. The law of karma gives us an opportunity to decide whether we
have a good or bad life. The law of karma is not only the discipline but
also a good friend to help liberate us.

It is a good idea to perfect our daily characteristics and behaviors. Do
not criticize others. Be more unselfish, tolerant, generous and forgiving.
Consequently, you will be able to solve all problems in life. Bhagavad
Gita, a Hindu scripture says, “Act as you don’t know you act. That is,
act without a bad intention for any personal benefit. That is a noble
action that causes no bad karma.”

Additional information

Annual Caodaist ceremonies in Tay Ninh Temple.

Lunar

Calendar Ceremonies Category
1-1 The Reception of Divine Beings Lesser
9-1 The Birthday of God Major
15-1 The Mid-First Lunar Month Major
15-2 The Birthday of Laozi Major
19-2 The Birthday of Guan Yin Major
8-4 The Birthday of Shakyamuni Major
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10-4 The Death Anniversary of His Holiness Ho Phép, Lesser
His Holiness Thuong Pham, His Holiness Thuong
Sanh and the Twelve Time Lords.

24-6 The Birthday of Guan Yu Major

15-7 The Mid-Seventh Lunar Month Major

15-8 The Banquet of God the Mother Lesser

18-8 The Birthday of Li Bai, the Caodaist Supreme Major
Leader.

27-8 The Birthday of Confucius Major

13-10 The Death Anniversary of His Holiness L& Vén Lesser
Trung, the Pau Su and other Saintly Dignitaries.

15-10 The Mid-Tenth Lunar Month and Anniversary of Major
Caodaist Inauguration.

25-12 (DL) | The Birthday of Jesus Christ Major

24-12 Godspeed to Divine Beings’ Journey to Heaven Lesser
Monthly Ceremonies on the first and fifteenth days. | Lesser
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THE HIERARCHY OF THE CAODAIST SACERDOTAL
COUNCIL OF CUU TRUNG PAL

GIAO
TONG
NGOC THUONG THAI
CHUONG | |CHUONG CHUONG
PHAP PHAP PHAP
NGOC THUONG THAI
N CHANH NGOC THUONG THAI
PHOI SU CHANH CHANH CHANH
) PHOI SU PHOI SU PHOI SU
CHANH (1 position) (1 position) (1 position)
PHOI SU CHANH CHANH CHANH
(Unlimited PHOI SU PHOI SU PHOI SU
number) (11 (11 (11
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positions) positions) positions)
. NGOC THUGQONG THAI

NU GIAO SU GIAOSU | |GIAO SU GIAO SU
(Unlimited -

(24 (24 positions (24
number) . .

positions ) ) positions)
(I\IUUr;I(i;n!ﬁgj HUU NGOC THUONG THAI
number) GIAO HUU | |GIAO HUU GIAO HOU

(1000 (1000 (1000

positions) positions) positions)
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NU LE SANH NGOC THUONG THAI

(Unlimited LE SANH LE SANH LE SANH

number) (Unlimited (Unlimited (Unlimited
number) number) number)

BAN TRI SU: .

Chénh Tri SSS gﬁ'NhT $ 1‘ SSU: Phé Tri Su, Théng S

Thoéng Su

TINPO TINPO
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THE HIERARCHY OF THE CAODAIST SACERDOTAL

COUNCIL OF HIEP THIEN DAL

HQ PHAP
Chi Phap
THUQNG THUQNG
PHAM SANH
Chi Bao Chi Thé
BAO BDAO BAO PHAP BAO THE
HIEN BDAO HIEN PHAP HIEN THE
KHAI BDAO KHAI PHAP KHAI THE
TIEP BPAO TIEP PHAP TIEP THE
Co Quan BO PHAP BAN THE
PHUOC CHANH PAO

THIEN
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1. Phat T
2. TienTu
. Thanh Nhon

w

. Hién Nhon
. Chon Nhon
. Dao Nhon
. Chi Thién
. Gido Thién
9. Hanh Thién

10. Thinh
Thién

o N o o1 b

11. Tan Dan
12. Minh Buc

1. Tiép Dan Pao
Nhon

2. Chuong An
3. Cai Trang

4. Giam Pao

5. Thura Sur

6. Truyén Trang
7.SiTai

8. Luat Su

1. Phu Tu

2. Dai Phu
3. Quéc Si
4. Hién Tai
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THE HIERARCHY OF THE CAODAIST SACERDOTAL
COUNCIL OF PHUOC THIEN .

THOI QUAN
(chi Bao HTD)
THONG QUAN
CQPT
CHON NHON CHON NHON
Chuong quan NU PHAI Chuong quan NAM PHAI
PHUOC THIEN PHUGC THIEN
PE NHUT DE NHI BE NHUT PE NHI
. Pho Pho ; .
Pho Chuong Chuong Pho Chuong
Chuong Quan quan Quan Quan
Cuu Vién

Cuu Vién
PHUGC THIEN Nit phai

HOA | LAI | LE |HQC |
Y |NONG |HOQ |
LUONG | CONG

PHUOC THIEN Nam
phai

HOA | LAI | LE |HQC |
Y |NONG |HOQ |
LUONG | CONG
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TRAN DAO
PHUGC THIEN
DAO NHON
N&r Quan Tran

TRAN DAO
PHUGC THIEN
DAO NHON
Quan Trén

CHAU PAO
PHUOC THIEN
CHI THIEN
Nt Quan Chéau

CHAU BAO
PHUGC THIEN
CHI THIEN
Quan Chau

TOC PAO
PHUGC THIEN
GIAO THIEN
N Quan Toc

TOC PAO
PHUGOC THIEN
GIAO THIEN

Quan Toc

BAN CAIl QUAN

HANH THIEN
Nt Chu Truéng

BAN CAI QUAN

HANH THIEN
Chu Truong




CHU SO va BDAO SO
HANH THIEN,
THINH THIEN,

TAN DAN, MINH BUC

CHU SO va bAO SO
HANH THIEN,
THINH THIEN,

TAN DAN, MINH BUC

68



COMPARISON OF CAODAIST BODIES

BAT [CUU  |HIEP |COQUAN |, |28 co
QUA|TRUN |THIEN [PHUGC | 5« | o' | QUAN
I DAI| G DAl |DAI THIEN . O. KHAC
Thién | Gido Ho U
Tien |Tong |Phap | PPAtTw

Thuong
Nhon | Chuong |Pham
Tién |Phap Thuon

g Sanh

Thap
Dia A nhi N
Tin bau Su Thoi Tién Tu

Quan

Tiép

Ca , DE:ln . X x
Thién | Chanh 1o I Thanh Nhon | TP L€ by [ Thap nhi
Thén | Phoi Su X Nhac , X .
% Nhon, |Hién Nhon ] Tu | Bao Quéan

h Phoi Su X Quan

Chuong

An
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Ho Ban

Phéap
Cai Nhac Su Quan.
Iﬁﬁ:ﬁ Gido sy | TG |ChonNhon |Béc  [Dai |-Hiu
h Giam Pao Nhon NhaC Phu |Phan
Pao Pé Nhac Quan.
-Ta Phan
Quan.
Lanh
) Thira nhac
P2 | Giso Sir QuanNha | Qud | Téng
Thén ~ .. | Chi Thién : N iy
h Hiu Truyen c cSi | Giam
Trang boi
Nhac
. Cai NhaC Y L T2
Thien || = sanh |stTai | GidoThien | Bép | HIen |Pho Tong
Than Tai |Giam
Nhac
Chanh
Tri Su . Ta Ly,
Nhon [Ph6Tri | .o | HanhThign | Nec ST Pau
Than | Su 7% | ThinhThién | ~:, . PhongVa
R Giéao Nhi
Théng n
Su
bia |bao Tan Dan .
Than |Hiwu Minh Duc Tho Ky
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C6 phép Tran vin Rang

bai bao St Cuong Tran vin Rang
Budc dau hoc Pao Nguyén vin Hong
Ngbi tho bic Phat Tung Thién Tur Bach Hac
Mau
INDEX
Muc Luc
Loi N6i Pau

» - Nghe néi anh tu theo Pao Mgt Mat phai khong?

» 2: Sao goi la Cao bai?

+ 3: Khai dao Cao Dai tai dau? khi nao?

v 4: Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé 13 ai?

» 5: Y nghia ciia danh xung trén?

v 6: Vay Thuong Dé 12 ai?

v 7: Thwong PéE biéu hién sy hién dién ciia ngai nhu thé nao?
» 8: Tai sao nhan loai phai tho Troi?

» 9: Tho Thweng Dé co ich gi cho nhan loai?

» 10: Piec Thuong Pé toan ning sao tao dung thé gian day khuyét
diém nhw vay?

» 11: Phét c6 phai I6n hon Troi chang?
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v 12:
v 13:
v 14:
v 15:
v 16:
v 17:
» 18:
v 10:

Tu la gi?

Vi sao chon Viét Nam dé mé Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé D§?

Nén tang giéo ly cia Pao Cao DPai?

Vi sao chon Thién nhan dé tho?

Phia dwéi Thién nhan, con ¢é hinh cac Pang nao vay?

Tai sao Cao Pai gido theé Phat Miu? Phat Mau 13 ai?

Cung kiéng ton kém nhiéu, nhw nghéo qua thi 1am sao?

Sao van chwong day dao doc thay khong dwoc cao siéu, trau

chudt, cau ky?

» 20

p 21

: Sao may vi Thién phong dn mic chi dia mau?

- Lich sir nhan loai trong vong 3000 nim tré lai da c6 nhiéu

nén ton gido, sao phai lap thém ton gido méi?

p 22

: That bin khoin khong biét nén the Phat, tho Chla hay tho

Thwong Dé?

v 23
v 24
v 25
r 26
v 27
r 28
v 29
v 30

v 31
v 32
v 33
v 34
v 35

: Tai sao ndi cd ba thoi ky phé do?

- Tai sao goi 1a Pai An xa?

: Tai sao budi nay nén tu theo Pao Cao Pai ?

: Mudn vao Pao Cao Pai thi thia tuc nhu thé nao?
- Y nghia caa loi minh thé ?

: Tai sao muén vao Pao phai minh thé?

: Khéng nhap mon tu dang chang?

: Con ngudi that thé thi sao?

: Sau khi nhap mon réi, nguoi tin d6 ¢6 nhitng bén phan gi?

- Lu4t hinh trong Pao Cao Pai nhw thé nao?

- Giai thich ngii giéi cam?

- Giai thich tir dai diéu qui?

: Nghe néi trong Cao Dai Gi4o, tin d6 an chay dwoc phép dung

tring, tom cua...?

v 36
v 37
» 38
v 39

: Lam cong qua la lam gi?

: Cach thiét 1ap Thién ban tai tw gia?
: Y nghia cac pham vat trén ban tho?
: Cach cam nhang thay khéc la?
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v 40: An Ty la gi? cach bit An Ty nhw thé nao?

» 41: Céch lay va xa trong Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé DP§?

v 42: Vi sao chi cung vao 4 thoi Ty, Ngo, Meo, Dau ?

» 43: Vi sao phai siéng ning cing kién ?

» 44: Pham vat hién 1€ sao chi c6 hoa, qua, rugu, tra?

v 45: Luyén tam biru bang loi ciu nguyén?

» 46: Bon phan nguoi tin d6?

v 47: Khi du 1 ciing dan tai Pén Thanh hay Thanh thit, ngwoi tin
dd c6 bon phan gi?

» 48: Nguoi tin d6 can doc kinh sach nao?

v 49: Poc kinh cau ly, vay phai xem kinh sach thé nao cho ding?
» 50: Hang ngay, khi dang I& 1én Thwong Pé va cac Pang, tin do
nén cau nguyén gi?

» 51: Giai thich danh tir Tam Tran Oai Nghiém ?

» 52: Tai sao tu phai can c6 di tam lap ?

» 53: Lap cong la gi?

» 54: Lap ngdn nhw thé nao ?

» 55: Lap duc rasao ?

» 56: Ciru pham Than Tién la ai?

» 57: Khi bwéc vao cira chanh Pén Thanh, ta thy birc tranh ba vi
mic 40 mao. diéu d6 noi 1én y nghia gi?

» 58: N§i dung ciia dé tam Thién Nhon hoa wéc tuy chi ¢ bén chik,
nhung mudn thuc hién tron ven bon chir dé khéng phai la diéu dé?
» 59: Twong Ho Phap sao dirng trén that dau xa?

» 60: Pai- Pong la gi?

» 61: Cau nguyén nhw thé nao méi co két qua?

» 62: Trong sinh hoat hang ngay ngoai xa hgi, that bat tién khi cau
nguyén ?

» 63: Poi Vi ngudi budn ban co thé cau nguyén trong viéc lam an?
» 64: Tin @ Cao Pai quan niém nhw thé ndo vé Than linh?

» 65: Cau nguyén trong viéc thi cir, thiang quan tién chirc thi thé
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nao?

» 66: Sao trong dan cling, thay ding nghe nhac lau qua méi doc
kinh? y nghia cac bai nhac 4y? sao khong dung tan nhac cho thich
hop gi6i tré va nguoi Au M§?

» 67: C6 chic Thwong Pé giang co day Pao? khong biét chirng ma
quy nhap co, réi mao danh Thwong P&, ché buc Chi Ton I& dau
giang chén pham tran 6 trwec?

» 68: Phap-diéu cia Tam Ky Phé Do la gi?

» 69: Chon truyén luat phap caa Pao dwoc ghi ro & dau?

» 70:Tai sao Phap-Chanh-Truyén dwoc xem | hién phép cia
Pao?

» 71: Tan-luat qui dinh nhikng gi?

v 72: Ngoc-Hu- Cung la cung gi?

» 73: Diéu-Tri Cung la cung gi?

v 74: Bat-Quéi-bai la gi?

» 75: Cach tho phwong noi Bat-Quai-Pai Toa Thanh Tay Ninh?
v 76: Hiép-Thién-bai la gi?

» 77: Ciru-Trung-bPai la gi?

» 78: Co cau cia Hoi Thanh Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé P§ c6 wu diém
gi?

v 79: Xin cho biét co cau cia H$i Thanh Ciru-Trung-Pai ?

» 80: Co cAu cia Hi Thanh Hiép-Thién-Dai ?

» 81: Co  cdu Hoi Thanh Phwéc-Thién ?

» 82: Hanh-chanh Pao 1a gi? c6 can thiét khong?

» 83: Ban Thé-Pao, pham Hién- Tai truc thudc ai?

» 84: Hanh chanh dao dia phwong?

» 85: Nhiém vu caa Ban-Tri-Su?

» 86: Quyén Van-Linh la gi ?

» 87: H9-Phap la ai? Vi H9-Phap hay Pham H§-Phap?

» 88: vi sao chen thi si Ly Bach lam Giao-To6ng cia b.D.T.K.P.D.?
» 89: Ciru vi Tién-Nwong & Ciru vi Nir-Phat la ai?

» 90: Pén Thanh Tay Ninh khanh thanh nim nao?
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v 91:
v 92:
v 93:
v 94
v 95:
» 96:
v 97:
» 98:
v 99:

Noi the Pic Phat Mau?

Y nghia 1€ Hgi yén Diéu-Tri-Cung?

Co-Phéap ciia Pao Cao DPai?

Y nghia la phuwén?

Pao-ky Cao Pai nhw thé nao ? xin cho biét y nghia ?

Luat Nhan-Qua & Luan-Hai: tin vao hai luat ay c6 ich lei gi?
Thuyét tién dinh & luat Nhan-Qua?

Sao ¢ nhirng nguoi vira bt tai, vira ddc 4¢ ma lai giau sang?
Thuwong Pé sang tao ra con ngudi, con ngudi tw tao lay kiép

séng ciia minh?

» Phan Phu Luc
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